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In Times of Uncertainty and Pestilence 

  
Greetings in Christ! 
  
During this time of uncertainty and pestilence the Church 
gathers in new and changing ways. Why? Because Jesus 
promises us that in times of crisis He will care for our every 
need. He does this by making us His children in Holy Baptism, 
feeding and nurturing our faith through forgiveness in His Holy 
Body and Blood, and in guiding us by means of a firm 
foundation in His Holy Word that will never pass away (Isaiah 
40:8). We thank God that we can worship together from afar by 
means of this new technology. This may be awkward, clunky, 
and a little strange, BUT! remember that you are worshiping our 
Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - with you dear 
brothers and sisters in Christ from St. John; each from his or 
her own home. God is giving you His good gifts and 
strengthening you in knowledge and truth so that you can stand 
strong in your faith in the face of the Novel Coronavirus 
(COVID-19). Satan has effectively shut down nearly every 
church in the country and many more around the world, yet he 
will never win the victory because all must bow down in 
submission and worship at the Name of Jesus! Thanks be to 
God for that! If you have any technological difficulties in viewing 
the service, or have other comments and concerns, please 
email Pastor Frisque at revfrisque@gmail.com. May God bless 
your worship today!  
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ORDER OF MATINS 

 

HYMN: "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" LSB 426 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Lent Versicles LSB 219 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 

 

PSALMODY 

Antiphon LSB 220 

P Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

C O come, let us worship Him. 
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Venite LSB 220 

 

 

 

 
 

Antiphon LSB 221 

P Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

C O come, let us worship Him. 
 

Psalm Psalm 142; antiphon v. 6 

P  6Attend to my cry, 

C for I am brought very low! 

P  Deliver me from my persecutors, 

C for they are too strong for me! 
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P  1With my voice I cry out to the LORD; 

C with my voice I plead for mercy to the LORD. 

P  2I pour out my complaint before him; 

C I tell my trouble before him. 

P  3When my spirit faints within me, 

C you know my way! 

P  In the path where I walk 

C they have hidden a trap for me. 

P  4Look to the right and see: 

C there is none who takes notice of me; 

P  no refuge remains to me; 

C no one cares for my soul. 

P  5I cry to you, O LORD; 

C I say, “You are my refuge, 
 my portion in the land of the living.” 

P  6Attend to my cry, 

C for I am brought very low! 

P  Deliver me from my persecutors, 

C for they are too strong for me! 

P  7Bring me out of prison, 

C that I may give thanks to your name! 

P  The righteous will surround me, 

C for you will deal bountifully with me. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  6Attend to my cry, 

C for I am brought very low! 

P  Deliver me from my persecutors, 

C for they are too strong for me! 

 
Sit 
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READINGS 

 

The First Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit 
of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of 
bones. And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very 
many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. And he 
said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord 
GOD, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and 
say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord 
GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you 
shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come 
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 
live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a 
sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its 
bone. And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in 
them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, 
and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, 
O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” So I prophesied 
as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and 
stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 
 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 
are clean cut off.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 
Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, 
O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from 
your graves, O my people. And I will put my Spirit within you, and you 
shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I 
am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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The Second Reading Romans 8:1-11 

 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from 
the law of sin and death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the 
flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh 
and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 
flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set 
their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh 
is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that 
is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; 
indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of 
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to him. But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from 
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who 
dwells in you. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

The Holy Gospel John 11:17-27, 38-53 

 When Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many of 
the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their 
brother. So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met 
him, but Mary remained seated in the house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, 
if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I 
know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” Jesus said to 
her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall 
he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you 
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believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, 
the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” . . . 

 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and 
a stone lay against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the 
sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an 
odor, for he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you 
that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” So they took away 
the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that 
you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on 
account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you 
sent me.” When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out.” The man who had died came out, his hands and feet 
bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to 
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen 
what he did, believed in him, but some of them went to the Pharisees and 
told them what Jesus had done. So the chief priests and the Pharisees 
gathered the Council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs 
many signs. If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and 
the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” But 
one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You 
know nothing at all. Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one 
man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” 
He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he 
prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, and not for the nation only, 
but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 
So from that day on they made plans to put him to death. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory LSB 222 

P We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our 
sins. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of 
the people. 

P Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is put 
away. 



8 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of 
the people. 

P We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our 
sins. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of 
the people. 

 
Sit 

HYMN: "Jesus, Refuge of the Weary" LSB 423 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Homily The Rev. Marshal Frisque 
 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
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CANTICLE 

 

HYMN: "Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing" LSB 421 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Our Offerings to God Please remember to send in your offering. 
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PRAYER 

Stand 

 

Kyrie LSB 227 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collects 

 
Speak the "Amen" after each collect. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 228 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 228 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
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Sit 

 

HYMN: "In the Cross of Christ I Glory" LSB 427 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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