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In Times of Uncertainty and Pestilence 
  

Greetings in Christ! 
  
During this time of uncertainty and pestilence the Church 
gathers in new and changing ways. Why? Because Jesus 
promises us that in times of crisis He will care for our every 
need. He does this by making us His children in Holy Baptism, 
feeding and nurturing our faith through forgiveness in His Holy 
Body and Blood, and in guiding us by means of a firm 
foundation in His Holy Word that will never pass away (Isaiah 
40:8). We thank God that we can worship together from afar by 
means of this new technology. This may be awkward, clunky, 
and a little strange, BUT! remember that you are worshiping our 
Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - with you dear 
brothers and sisters in Christ from St. John; each from his or 
her own home. God is giving you His good gifts and 
strengthening you in knowledge and truth so that you can stand 
strong in your faith in the face of the Novel Coronavirus 
(COVID-19). Satan has effectively shut down nearly every 
church in the country and many more around the world, yet he 
will never win the victory because all must bow down in 
submission and worship at the Name of Jesus! Thanks be to 
God for that! If you have any technological difficulties in viewing 
the service, or have other comments and concerns, please 
email Pastor Frisque at revfrisque@gmail.com. May God bless 
your worship today!  
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ORDER OF MATINS 

 

HYMN: "Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us" LSB 711 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Versicles LSB 219 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

PSALMODY 

 

Antiphon 
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Venite LSB 220 

 

 

 

 
 

Antiphon 
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Psalm Psalm 146; antiphon v. 2 

P  2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

C I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 

P  1Praise the LORD! 

C  Praise the LORD, O my soul! 

P 2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

C I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

P  3Put not your trust in princes, 

C in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 

P  4 When his breath departs he returns to the earth; 

C on that very day his plans perish. 

P  5Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 

C whose hope is in the LORD his God, 

P  6who made heaven and earth, 
 the sea, and all that is in them, 

C  who keeps faith forever; 

P 7who executes justice for the oppressed, 
 who gives food to the hungry. 

C  The LORD sets the prisoners free; 

P 8the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

C the LORD loves the righteous. 

P  9The LORD watches over the sojourners; 
 he upholds the widow and the fatherless, 

C but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

P  10The LORD will reign forever, 

C your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD! 
 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

P  2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

C I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
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READINGS 

The First Reading Acts 6:1-9, 7:2a, 51-60 

 1Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a 
complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their 
widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2And the twelve 
summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we 
should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3Therefore, 
brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the 
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4But we will 
devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5And what 
they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man 
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, 
and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6These 
they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on 
them. 
 7And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the 
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests 
became obedient to the faith. 
 8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and 
signs among the people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the 
synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and 
of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and 
disputed with Stephen. . . . 
 2And Stephen said: 
 “Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . . 
 51You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you 
always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the 
prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who 
announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have 
now betrayed and murdered, 53you who received the law as delivered by 
angels and did not keep it.” 
 54Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they 
ground their teeth at him. 55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God. 56And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57But they cried out with a loud 
voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58Then they cast 
him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their 
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garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59And as they were 
stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60And 
falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this 
sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

The Second Reading 1 Peter 2:2-10 

 2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you 
may grow up to salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 
good. 
 4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight 
of God chosen and precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being 
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in 
Scripture: 
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
 a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 
“The stone that the builders rejected 
 has become the cornerstone,” 
8and 
“A stone of stumbling, 
 and a rock of offense.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to 
do. 
 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of 
him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you 
were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 
  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

 

The Holy Gospel John 14:1–14 

 1[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 
believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not 
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, 
that where I am you may be also. 4And you know the way to where I am 
going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. 
How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you 
had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you 
do know him and have seen him.” 
 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for 
us.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not 
know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak 
on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 
11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else 
believe on account of the works themselves. 
 12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the 
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am 
going to the Father. 13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me anything in my name, I 
will do it.” 
 
  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Responsory LSB 222 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

 

HYMN: "The King of Love My Shepherd Is" LSB 709 

 

 

 
 

P 
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5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 
    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
And, oh, what transport of delight 
    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 
6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
    Within Thy house forever! 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon The Rev. Marshal Frisque 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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CANTICLE 

 

HYMN: "What a Friend We Have in Jesus" LSB 770 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Our Offerings to God 

 
(Please remember to send in your offerings.) 

 

PRAYER 

 
Stand 

 

Kyrie LSB 227 
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Lord’s Prayer 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collects 
Speak the "Amen" after each collect. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 228 

 

 
 

Benediction LSB 228 

 

 

 

P 
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Sit 

 

HYMN: "Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus" LSB 685 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005599 
Tune: Public domain 
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